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ihat can be "protected" by import duties must always be small as compared with that engaged in occupations that cannot be protected. In the United States, where protection has been carried to the utmost, the census returns show that not more than one-twentieth of the labor of the country is engaged in protected industries.
In the United States, as in the world at large, the lowest and widest occupations are those in which men apply their labor directly to nature, and of these agriculture is the most important. How quickly the rise of wages in these occupations will increase wages in all occupations was shown in the early days of California, -as afterward in Australia. Had anything happened in California to increase the demand for cooks or carpenters or painters, the rise in such wages would have been quickly met by the inflow of labor from other occupations, and in this way retarded and finally neutralized But the discovery of the placer mines, which .greatly raised the wages of unskilled labor, raised wages in all occupations.
The difference of wages between the United States .and European countries is itself an illustration of this principle. During our colonial days, before we had any protective) tariff, ordinary wages were higher here than in Europe, The reason is clear. Land being easy to obtain, the laborer could readily employ himself, and wages in agriculture being thus maintained at a higher level, the general rate of wages was higher. And since up to tlie present time it has been easier to obtain land here than in Europe, the higher rate of wages in agriculture lias kept tip a higher general rate.
To raise the general rate of wages in the United States the wages of agricultural labor must be raised. But